White House Fellows Application for the Class of 2027-28

Part 1: Applicant’s Personally Identifiable Information (PII), Recommenders, Declarations, and Certifications

These are the first elements of the White House Fellows application you will need to be prepared to submit when the application for the Class of 2027-28 goes “live” on November 1, 2026: 

First name (required): 

Middle Name:

Last name (required):

Are you a US Citizen? Please answer yes or no

Do you hold any non-US citizenship? Please answer yes or no

· If you answered “yes”, please indicate where:

Gender (required):

Occupation/Profession (required):

Contact information

Mailing Address (required):

· Include Street Address/City/State/Zip code

Phone Number (required):

Email Address (required):


Employment information

Current Employer’s Name (required):

Current Employer’s Address (required):

· Include Street Address/City/State/Zip code

Your title and/or current military rank (if applicable):

Are you currently serving on active duty in the US Armed Forces (required): Please answer yes or no

· If yes, please indicate which branch:

Supervisor’s name (and rank if applicable):

Supervisor’s phone number:

Supervisor’s email address:

Are you currently working for the Federal Government?

· If yes, please explain

How did you hear about the White House Fellows program?

Have you ever been a White House Fellow Regional or National finalist before?

· If yes, please list the year and which Regional Panel

Will you have your bachelor’s degree completed by June 2026? Please answer yes or no

Recommendations

You must submit three references but can provide four names if desired. Only the first three letters received will be reviewed. If a fourth recommender’s letter is received, it will not be included in your application; however, it may be considered if a recommender fails to submit a letter by the deadline, and it is needed to complete your application. You are responsible for ensuring that three letters are submitted by the deadline.

It is best to have recommendations from individuals who know you well. A recommendation from a prominent person is not helpful if that individual does not personally know you. Please note that current members of the President’s Commission on White House Fellowships are not permitted to provide letters of recommendation.

It is suggested that one recommendation be from an individual who can speak to your professional competence and accomplishments in your field and that at least one recommendation be from someone with knowledge of your community and civic activities. The last recommendation should be from your current supervisor, if applicable. A recommendation from a prior supervisor is acceptable, but a current supervisor is preferred. Letters should not exceed two pages. Applicants will not be able to view letters.

Please note that the letters of recommendation must be on official letterhead and signed to be accepted. If your recommender is unable to access official letterhead, they may use personal letterhead if they clearly state their credentials and relation to you. 

#1 Recommender

First Name:
Last Name:
Email:

#2 Recommender

First Name:
Last Name:
Email:

#3 Recommender

First Name:
Last Name:
Email:

#4 Optional  Recommender

First Name:
Last Name:
Email:
Note: Separately, you will need to send each of your recommenders a series of questions (which are included as Part 3 of the White House Fellows application) as well as instructions telling them how to submit their letter of recommendation on your behalf. Those instructions are included in Part 3 of the application. 

Declarations

1: Required for Active Duty Military Personnel Only: “I acknowledge that my commanding officer and those who make my assignments have granted me permission to apply for the year-long White House Fellowship. I realize that my participation in the White House Fellowship is contingent upon approval from my military service branch.”

· Answer yes, no, or not applicable 

2: Have you ever been discharged from the armed forces for reasons other than honorable conditions (required):

· Answer yes, no, or not applicable

3: Are you currently a registered lobbyist?

· Answer yes or no

4: With the exception of military personnel, are you currently working for the Federal government and/or being paid by federal funds (required):

If you answered “yes” to any of the declaration questions above, provide an explanation of the details and resolution. Include the question number with your response:

Certification

A: Applicants must certify that the information submitted to the President’s Commission on White House Fellowships is valid. Failure to certify will disqualify you from consideration. [Note: Certifications will be required for both pdf documents submitted to the President’s Commission].

Please respond: 

· Yes, I certify that: 1) all of the information in this application is my own work; and 2) that all of the statements in this document are factually true, complete, and honestly presented.

B: Applicants are asked to acknowledge that all complete applications will be reviewed by outside readers on behalf of the President’s Commission on White House Fellowships. In addition, National Finalists will be subjected to investigation and verification by duly accredited investigators of the Federal government. Failure to acknowledge this statement will disqualify you from consideration.

Please respond:

· Yes, I acknowledge and understand that my application will be reviewed by individuals on behalf of the Commission and/or the Commission Staff and that if selected as a National Finalist, I will be subject to an investigation.
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