White House Fellows Application for the Class of 2027-28

Part 3: Instructions regarding Letters of Recommendation 


This is the third element of the White House Fellows application you will need to be prepared to submit when the application for the Class of 2027-28 goes “live” on November 1, 2026.

When they apply for the White House Fellowship, applicants must provide the names and contact information for at least three people who have firsthand knowledge of the applicant’s qualifications. 

Applicants are responsible for contacting their recommenders, relaying the instructions in this document, and ensuring that the letters of recommendation are submitted on their behalf.  

Importantly, recommender’s are asked not to share their letters of recommendation with the applicant so that they can be entirely honest and candid about their assessment of the applicant’s strengths and weaknesses.

Letters of recommendation must be submitted on official letterhead and signed to be accepted. If the recommender is unable to access official letterhead, they may use personal letterhead if they clearly state their credentials and relation to the applicant. 

Additional instructions to the recommender follow:

· In your letter, please describe your relationship to the applicant, how long you have known them, and in what context. Please describe the strengths and weaknesses of the applicant, and how you think both they, and society, would benefit by their selection as a White House Fellow.

· Please do not share your letter of recommendation with the applicant. We ask this so that you can provide a full and candid assessment of the applicant’s character and capabilities.
Instructions on where to submit the letters of recommendation will be provided when the application goes “live” on November 1, 2026.
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